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from
Editorial Desk

Salutations Techie World readers! Welcome

to the second edition of this year’s

newsletter, bursting at the seams with details

and info about the goings on at the School of

Computing and Technology. To coincide with

the Asian Games, we have all the latest about

SoCT’s very own medal tally and our

competition successes thus far. In a year

when Germany failed to retain the world cup

and England came agonisingly close (sigh, it

didn’t come home!), SoCT’s continued

domination of F-Secure’s IT Security

Competition is undoubtedly our highlight. A

hat-trick of triumphs means that we get to

keep the cup, just like Brazil and the Jules

Rimet Trophy (hopefully it won’t suffer the

same fate!). Details of this achievement and

many others are inside, so what are you

waiting for? Flip to head to the next page!!

Once again, we would like to extend our

sincerest thanks to all those who have

contributed to the newsletter, and extend our

heartiest congratulations to the students and

lecturers for the achievements.

Congratulations!
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The Apple Worldwide Developers Conference (WWDC) is a
conference held annually in California by Apple Inc. The event
is used by Apple to showcase its new software and
technologies for software developers. Attendees can
participate in hands-on labs with Apple engineers, and in-depth
sessions covering a wide variety of topics.

Every year, Apple offers free WWDC scholarships to students
and STEM organization members through its mobile application
development competition. This year for WWDC 2018, Apple
awarded 350 scholarships, which included free WWDC tickets,
free lodging, and a free one year Apple Developer membership.

APU Student @ WWDC18
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Brenda Lau, an APU Mobile Technology
student, was one of the 13 females out of
119 students chosen to participate in
WWDC18 from thousands of entries
worldwide. Her scholarship winning idea
accomplishes implementation of an
Origami Crane Tutorial and Image
Recognizer made on an iOS mobile
application. It has 9 steps to fold an
origami crane, which can be successfully
detected by camera through CoreML,
Vision and AVKit Frameworks. The program
lets people make origami cranes by just
using their iPhones and iPads.

Brenda has been awarded a one-year
_______

Brenda (4 from left) at WWDC 2018 along with other South East Asia scholarship recipients.

The video of how her app works is available on 
YouTube: https://youtu.be/GBjFjhVzFdc

developer scholarship which will enable her to join the global community of Apple
developers to further enhance her creation and turn it into an app for the App Store.
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Asia Pacific Center for Analytics (APCA) organized sessions for lecturers and students to
participate in a “SAP Analytics Cloud” hands-on workshop. The workshop was delivered
by Lin Tian (Lynn), Business Development Executive from SAP Singapore.

15 lecturers from the School of Computing and School of Technology participated in the
hands-on workshop to explore the capabilities of SAP Analytics Cloud and potential
usefulness in adopting the technology in our modules. They are now equipped with the
necessary skills related to Data Science and Big Data Analytics.

Moving forward, our lecturers will also lead teams to participate in the ASEAN Data
Science Explorers Competition 2018, which aims to enhance awareness and appreciation
of the ASEAN community amongst ASEAN youth. Titled “Today’s Youth for Tomorrow’s
World”, this competition will allow all ASEAN youths to play a key role in tackling today’s
social issues facing the region and help create positive change for a better future. 25
students participated in the training and 6 teams have already shown interest to register
for the competition.

We look forward to hearing good news from the lecturers and the teams. All the best!

Workshop Pertaining to 
ASEAN Data Science Explorers Competition 2018
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Big Data and the Energy Industry

APCA co-organized a talk with APU IEM Student
section on big data and the energy industry.
Premkumar Chandra Shegaran, co-founder of
Oxygen Technologies Sdn Bhd, presented the
talk.

The eye opening session enabled students and
faculty members to understand the potential
and future impact of big data with the energy
industry.

Free Big Data Workshop

APCA collaborated with ExcelR, a premium
training and consulting company in Big
Data & Analytics in organising a big data
workshop. The workshop was delivered by
D. Bharani Kumar, an alumnus of the
Indian Institutes of Technology, with over
13 years of professional experience.

The hands-on workshop introduced
students and lecturers to extracting web
page content and text mining tweets from
Twitter, as well as data visualisation using
R programming.
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SAS - Data Analytical Programming

Dr. Kalai Anand Ratnam delivered a train the trainer session for the faculty members to
learn data analytical programming techniques including data acquisition, cleaning, and
structuring the dataset. They were exposed to practical implementation on analytical
techniques using SAS Studio.

F-Secure Talk

APU is the undisputed champion of
FSecure’s annual hacking
competition. As part of the
(temporary!) returning of the
trophy in anticipation of the next
competition Fsecure conducted a
talk on ‘Protection against
Advanced Persistent Threat (APT)’.

The talk provided interesting
insights into APT and served as
motivation to ensure we get the
trophy back for another year!
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APU & APSS Join Forces to Educate Schoolchildren About 
Cyber Security

An awareness of cyber threats and digital crimes is becoming increasingly important as
technology continues to advance. To nurture future young talents within the cyber
security industry and to prevent cyber-crime affecting the next generation, the Cyber
Security Research Centre (FSec) organized a cyber security awareness programme in
collaboration with Asia Pacific Smart School (APSS).

The 1-day programme involved participation by Primary 6 and Secondary 1 & 2 students,
during which they educated about issues such as cyber bullying and Internet predators.
A gamification approach was applied by the lecturers and teachers throughout the
programme – students enjoyed learning about cyber security while being entertained by
mini games and fun activities.

Congratulations to the organizing team – Yusnita Yusof, Nurul Haniza Mohtar, Julia
Juremi and Nor Azlina Abd Rahman, the School Awareness Research Team and APU’s
Cyber Security students for conducting such a meaningful and informative session at
APSS.
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Cybersecurity Malaysia Conducted Mock Court Session at 
APU

The School of Computing and Technology recently organized a mock court session, under the
support of Cybersecurity Malaysia. It was a hands-on workshop that exposed students to case
defence, evidence presentation and the processes of digital crime investigation.

Mr. Mohd Zabri Adil bin Talib, Head of the Digital Forensics Department, Cybersecurity Malaysia
was the facilitator and the trainer of the day. His experience in digital forensics, and computer
crime allowed for interesting insights into the world of digital crime scene investigation.

It was a valuable experience for Forensic Computing students who attended the workshop. We
look forward to working with various other agencies to provide more industrial exposure to our
students, enhancing their exposure that eventually leads to better preparation for their future
careers.
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INDUSTRY VISITS

LGMS Penetration Testing Expert (LE Global Services)

APU School of Computing & Technology recently organized an industrial visit to LGMS on
24th May 2018, a world-class professional cyber security solutions company based in
Subang Jaya. Under the guidance of Maryam Var Naseri and Afifah Binti Sabri, 18
students from the Forensic Computing and Cyber Security programmes had the
opportunity to meet APU alumni, who shared their experiences as working professionals
within the field of cyber security.

The visit equipped students with first hand insight into the cyber security working
environment, with a number expressing interest in undertaking their internship at LGMS.
Kudos to the faculty for organizing the visit.
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XXX

INDUSTRY VISITS

NTT Data Center Malaysia

In order to expose
Network Computing and
Cloud Computing students
to data centre
infrastructure, the NSF
Cluster from the School of
Technology organized an
industry visit to NTT Data
Center Malaysia.

Technical officers from the
organisation conducted a
___

HDC Data Centre

With the aim of enriching the
student academic experience
and provide a practical
perspective of the work place,
the NSF Cluster of APU School
of Computing & Technology
organized an industrial visit to
HDC, a Tier-III Data Center
based in I-City, Shah Alam.
_____

tour of the data centre, during which students were able to get experts’ advice about the
actual concepts of uninterruptible power supplies (UPS), cooling systems, cabling and
the physical security of the NTT Data Center.

Accompanied by Dr.Arun and Mr.Umapathy, 15 students from the Network Computing and
Cloud Computing programmes toured the HDC Data Center facility.

During the visit, students learnt about building an environment-friendly gree data centre,
and were provided with the opportunity to elicit advice and expert opinion on a variety of
network related matters.
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The School of Computing and Technology’s Programming Cafe has proved to be a big hit
with students. The first half of this year bore witness to eight sessions which proved to
be so popular that the organizers have since received requests for more!

Much appreciation is given to the lecturers who have devoted the time to conduct the
sessions, Techie World would like to thus thank Ms. Minnu Helen, Dr. Sumaira and Ms.
Mary Ting for all their hard work.

Programming Café
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Data Science Forum

APU School of Computing and Technology organized a Data Science Forum on 27th June
2018.

At the forum, industry experts from MDEC (Ir. Dr. Karl Ng), SAS Malaysia (Mr Veleswaran
Nallaiah), Maxis (Mr. Ragunathan Gopalakrishnan), Axiata Group (Dr. Keeratpal Singh)
and Kasatria Technologies Sdn Bhd (Mr. Chan Kin Peng) shared insights on the
opportunities available within the field, the career options and the future of the entire
industry in line with current technological developments.

Content protection across one way and 2-ways network / 
Movie piracy protection

On the 16th of July 2018, a guest lecturer from
Astro, Mr. Sharul Imran Sultan, enlightened
APU students as to the effects of online TV and
movie piracy. Entitled ‘Content protection
across one way and 2-way networks, the talk
concerned the industry’s need for good
content protection due to online piracy, which
is estimated to cost the industry $52 billion in
global revenues by the year 2022.



Techie World • Volume 2 • July 2018Techie World • Volume 2 • July 201814 14

N
E
W
S

APU Student Contributes in Petronas ICT’s Projects

PETRONAS ICT, a wholly owned subsidiary of PETRONAS, Malaysia’s fully integrated
Petroleum Company, has offered APU students the opportunity to participate in a
structured Industrial Training Programme combining real-life Digital Transformation
Project engagement. The special program aims to develop a strategic partnership with
APU and conduct R&D to facilitate Petronas’ Digital Transformation.

Students from APU’s School of Computing and Technology are to work on 4 projects
covering Data Analytics, Augmented and Virtual Reality Development. Out of 30
students, 16 were selected to participate in the 1st of its kind program. The 4 projects
within the programme are;

i. Electronic Permit to Work (EPTW) - Embed Augmented-Reality technologies into the
e-PTW system to enrich its monitoring & interactive capabilities.

ii. Virtual HSE- Embed Virtual-Reality technologies into HSE Online to enable virtual
incident investigation capabilities.

iii. Intelligent self-service data visualization of HSSE Dashboard- Recommend decisions
using optimisation/simulation thus elevating insight for Leadership Team.

iv. POINT (Plant Operations Integrated Tools) - Embed Images Recognition &
Augmented-Reality technologies to provide Safety & Operation procedures and
information about plant and equipment in real-time.

The programme commenced on 2nd July 2018 and will span a period of 6 months,
ending on 31st December 2018. The 6 months internship program will reinforce
students’ academic knowledge and allow for experience/exposure in a real working
environment on real projects.
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Competition Summary

We Won Cyber Security Hackathon for the Third Time in a Row!

Three teams from the School of Computing & Technology made it to the finals of the
recent F-Secure InterVarsity Cybersecurity Competition, a tremendous feat considering
110 teams from 22 universities across Malaysia took part in the competition.

We are proud to report that all three teams excelled, with team hashcow (Choong Chih
Xien, Alexandr Sukhamera and Nikita Pivnev) winning outright and thus allowing us to
retain the championship for the third time in a row. Team Leviathan (Teng Chee Yuen,
Barath a/l Siva Kumar and Imran Esack Dawoodjee) achieved second place, whilst team
ItMightWork (Neil Andrew Russell, Ali Fathi Ali Sawhli and Nyanaguru a/l Sivapalan),
achieved the distinction of marking it to the finals in their competition debut.

As three times champions we are now the permanent custodians of the challenge
trophy, which we will display with great pride. Congratulations to the teams, and kudos
to the academic staffs (Yusnita Yusof and Yogeswaran) in their dedicated mentorship.
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Competition Summary

SAS Fintech Challenge 2017/ 2018

SAS FinTech Challenge 2017-2018 was a national level competition run by SAS Malaysia in
association with the banking industry. The aim of the competition was to encourage students and
academics to contribute innovative solutions to enhance the banking experience.

During October 2017, 82 concept papers were submitted from 17 universities across Malaysia, of
which only 20 were shortlisted to the next stage. Seven workshops were conducted to provide each
team with hands-on training on software, workflow creation and interpretation skills to build a
minimum viable product (MVP). Subsequently, 5 teams were then selected for the finals to present
their prototypes and FinTech project ideas.

After a competitive semi-final during April 2018, APU’s team ‘Somerola’, with their concept of
making loans easier and more efficient for social media entrepreneurs, made it through to the
finals. Within less than a month, the team was tasked to create a prototype of their idea. The finals
took place at Majestic Hotel, KL on the 31st of May with top bank representatives - Maybank, CIMB,
Hong Leong, and Public Bank sitting on the judging panel.

Team Somerola from APU swept the top prize of RM50,000. Congratulations to the mentors Dr
Kadhar Nowshath and Prof Vinesh Thiruchelvam for guiding students Elisha Yeo, Muhammad Akbar
Husnoo, Sailalith Sarupuri, Seetaram Chandrashekhar, Tan Kok Sheng and Yashna Sayjadah.
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Competition Summary

FameLab Malaysia 2018 National Finals

Despite being one of the youngest participants at the competition, BSc (Hons) in
Computer Science student, Kho Zhi Yuen impressed the audience at the FameLab
Malaysia 2018 National Finals.

The competition initiated by MIGHT Malaysia, in collaboration with British Council,
challenges participants to present interesting topics relating to Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) within 3 minutes. Zhi Yuen amazed the audience
and the judges with her engaging presentation “Bringing Magic to the World”, and was
awarded the “Audience Choice Award”.

Congratulations to Zhi Yuen, as well as her mentors, Ms. Vinothini Kasinathan and Ms.
Aida Binti Zainal Abidin for their dedication.
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Competition Summary

Innovate Malaysia Design Competition Grand Finale 2018

Running for the eighth year, Innovate Malaysia is an industry-driven undergraduate-level
engineering design competition led by multinational and local technology companies. This year’s
event showcased 59 finalist teams from 19 universities shortlisted from 350 teams from 28
universities nationwide.

Upholding our proud tradition of competition excellence, Software Engineering students Fong Suo
Xuan and Ng Pei Jia won the Exabytes Design Challenge with a project entitled ‘GoBetween - An App
to Reinvent Travel Agencies in Malaysia’. Congratulations to the students and their mentor Ms.
Vinothini Kasinathan
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Competition Summary

Go Green in City by Schneider 2018

SCHNEIDER Electric, the global specialist in energy management and automation, has
launched Go Green in the City, an annual global challenge for business and engineering
students aimed at promoting innovative energy management ideas for smart cities.

Five teams from SoCT participated in the regional competition, and two made it all the
way to the final and a chance at attend the finals in the US. Congratulations to Abeera
Ikram and Kanishka Jayarani, and especially to Larviania Somasundram and Yap Zhi Wen
who were awarded 1st runners up.
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Competition Summary

Apprentice Innovation & Research Exhibition (AIREx)

Apprentice Innovation & Research Exhibition (AIREx) is a platform to appreciate innovation products
and research-based findings created by students, academicians, and individuals from industry. This
year, the event was held at Khatulistiwa Hall & Academic building, UniKL Malaysian Institute of
Marine Engineering Technology (MIMET) from 17-18 April 2018.

Our students Marshella Hoopman and Kho Zhi Yuen, Level 2 students from Software Engineering
and Computer Science, won Gold medal and Best Award for A3 Category undergraduate team with a
project called “Tic Tad”. They beat 58 teams to win this title and medal.
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Competition Summary

Fishackathon 2018

SoCT students secured first and second runner up in the face of stiff competition from people 
from the industry heavyweights at the Fishackathon 2018 held between the 10th-11th February 
2018 at MaGIC, Cyberjaya.  First organized by the US Department of State's Office of Global 
Partnerships in 2014, Fishackathon inspires the creation of digital solutions to address sustainable 
fisheries challenges. 
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Competition Summary

3 Days of Code

‘3 Days of Code’ is an event that combines coding competition and hackathon to gauge students’
programming and problem-solving skills. After an intensive 3-days, two of our teams bagged the
2nd Runner-Up and the Special Prize, in which they walked away with cash prizes of RM500 and a
special gift hamper. In addition, we are also glad to know that another APU team also secured as
one of the Top 5 Finalist teams.

Congratulations to Dharil Zahim Aniq, Mohamad Shahmi, Tan Jit Ming, Daniel See Kok Han or
claming the 2nd Runner-Up spot, and to Ivan Tham Jun Hoe who secured the Special Prize Winner as
part of a team comprised of students from other universities. An honorable mention is also due to
Keshjeet Kaur Jagjeet Singh, Chan Weng Yan, Teh Ang Keat, Liow Jing Wei, Leong Jing Yi, Ho Rui
Xiang, Jonathan Law Hui Hao, and Look Jun Ming, who also took part in the competition.
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Competition Summary

APU 3M Avant-Garde Competition 2018

The second iteration of the 3M Avant Garde Competition
(facebook.com/APU3MCompetition) on 4th March 2018 introduced a dual category
format, the purpose of which is to serve as a platform to train students in the art of 3
minute pitching.

Below are the top 5 winners of the respective categories:

Category A Category B

1. Lim Khai Shen 1. Muaz Mohd Baharuddin

2. Tan Zheng Xiong 2. Neekita Sewmumdum

3. Sarah Adha Adam 3. Hoy Chun Wait

4. Marshella Hopman 4. Elisha Yeo Hui Shien

5. Gan Jin Ben 5. Runeem Odeh

http://facebook.com/APU3MCompetition
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Competition Summary

i-FINOG 2018

International Festival of Innovation on Green Technology (i-FINOG 2018) enables student to develop
and hone their creativity and innovation through competition, innovation and creativity in addition
to cultivating a culture of competitive and sustainable innovation among students. The aim of this
program is to give an impact and benefits directly to the community as well as industry.

Software Engineering Student, Choo Jun Yip (supervised by Ms. Vinothini Kasinathan) won Gold
medal and special award with cash RM200.
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